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Beautiful feathers worn by birds are a gift of
the Creator, but it takes a lot of work on the
part of the birds to keep their feathers
beautiful. Nevertheless, the Lord has
provided birds with ways to keep their
feathers healthy and beautiful.
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We have all seen birds preening and, while
this may look a bit vain, they are really going about a very serious business.
For example, birds of the heron family accumulate a coating of pond-slime
on their feathers. To clean this, they have three patches of special feathers
that break down into a kind of powder. These birds apply the powder to their
feathers and, after the slime has been absorbed, they comb it out, using a
special toe shaped like a comb. Many birds have an oil gland near their tail
and oil their feathers after cleaning to waterproof them.
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Most birds pick up parasites, and they work at getting rid of them. For
example, some will sit near an ant nest to let the ants release their formic
acid that drives off mites and other pests.
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God has not only provided birds with beautiful feathers, He has also given
them everything they require to keep their feathers beautiful and healthy.
Doesn't it seem reasonable that He will also provide for us when we
sincerely lay our concerns before Him?
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Prayer: Dear Father in heaven, help me to know that You have provided for
all my needs. Help me to trust You more completely for everything. In Jesus'
Name. Amen.
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